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1. INTRODUCTION 

This document reports to the European Multi-Stakeholder Platform on ICT Standardisation, hereafter 'the 

MSP', on the assessment of a technical specification (TS), XHTML from W3C. This assessment has been 

performed by the CAMSS Team following the CAMSS MSP scenario assessment criteria which is in full 

compliance with Annex II criteria set out in the Regulation 1025/20121 on European standardisation. 

XHTML stands for Extensible Hypertext Markup Language. The W3C technical specification is a 

reformulation of HTML4 as an application of XML. HTML (Hypertext Markup Language) is the Markup 

Language for formulating Web pages in the World Wide Web and XML (Extensible Markup Language) 

defines a set of rules for encoding documents in a format that is both human-readable and machine-

readable. XHTML pages conform to a more strict syntax than HTML4 pages. 

2.  ASSESSMENT SUMMARY  

During our assessment, evidence was found of XHTML1.1 technical specification, being satisfactorily 

compliant with Annex II criteria set out in the Regulation 1025/2012.   

- Market acceptance is evidenced by the several implementations of many software editors such 

as CMS (Content Management Systems) suppliers and the support by many user agents like Web 

browsers having market dominance over their Market.  

- Coherence is evidenced by the absence of known existing conflict with EU standards and the 

absence of planned adoption or existing European standards covering the same area as XHTML 

1.1, the structuration and presentation of content on the Web. 

- W3C is a non-profit organisation which follows an open process. The MSP has already dealt with 

several TS of W3C in the past, and has positively evaluated the compliance of its process with 

Annex II criteria.  

a) Openness of the TS development process is evidenced by the open public access to all 

and other invited parties to participate in the Community and Business Groups of W3C 

and by the open participation to the working group to all W3C members, invited parties 

and the public. 

b) Consensus of the membership, team and public in the decision-making for the 

development of standards is promoted by W3C through a process requiring reviews (both 

by Member States and general public) for the approval of a specification. 

                                                           

 

1 Regulation (EU) No. 1025/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on European Standardisation. OJ L 316/12 of 

14.11.2012 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32012R1025&from=EN  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32012R1025&from=EN
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c) Transparency of the standard development process is evidenced by the Technical Report 

Development Process document, which is a set of steps and requirements, followed by 

the W3C Working Group, consisting in the publication of documents about the 

development process of the specification. Those documents have been published during 

the development of XHTML 1.1, are archived and available publicly by the W3C Team 

which publicly announces all the standardisation activities. W3C has defined a process to 

formally appeal or raise objections to the development and approval of the specifications 

called the “Committee Appeal Process”. 

- The TS meets adequately the requirements set out in Annex II §4 

a) Maintenance of the TS is guaranteed over a long period as evidenced by a maintenance 

and support process defined in a W3C recommendation for XHTML 1.1. 

b) Availability of the TS for implementation is public and free.  

c) Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) for XHTML 1.1 are based on W3C patent policy; it is 

licensed on a royalty- free basis.  

d) Relevance and effectiveness of the TS in addressing the problem and the market needs is 

evidenced by the wide use of the XHTML 1.1 to address and facilitate interoperability 

between cross-border public administrations.  

e) Neutrality and stability: XHTML 1.1 is largely independent from specific vendor products 

and independent from specific platforms or technologies. XHTML 1.1 has been developed 

by W3C which is vendor neutral and it is an independent technical specification that can 

be used independently from any other TS.  

f) Quality is evidenced by the sufficient detail, consistency and completeness for its use by 

products and services. 
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3. ASSESSMENT RESULTS 

This section presents an overview of the results of the CAMSS assessment of XHTML 1.1. The CAMSS 

“Strength” indicator measures the reliability of the assessment by calculating the number of applicable 

criteria. On the other hand, the number of favourable answers and the number of unfavourable ones are 

used to calculate the “Automated Score” per categories and an “Overall Score”. 

 

The XHTML 1.1 assessment, with a 100% CAMSS Strength, demonstrates that the technical specification 

is fully compliant with the CAMSS MSP scenario assessment criteria and therefore with standardisation 

regulation Annex II. The overall Score is 100%; XHTML 1.1 fully meets the criteria regarding market 

acceptance, coherence, attributes and requirements. 

 

 

 

4. ASSESSMENT OBSERVATIONS  

The first XHTML version, XHTML 1.0, extended the version 4.01 of the widely used Hypertext Markup 

Language (HTML), the ISO/IEC standard in which Web pages are formulated. 

While HTML, prior to HTML5, was defined as an application of Standard Generalized Markup Language 

(SGML), XHTML 1.1 is an application of XML, a more restrictive subset of SGML.  

The benefit of the XHTML 1.1 documents is that they are well-formed and may therefore be parsed using 

standard XML parsers, unlike HTML.  
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Category Automated Score CAMSS Strength # Favourable # Unfavourable # Not Applicable 

Market acceptance 100 % 100 % 3 0 0 

Coherence principle 100 % 100 % 3 0 0 

Attributes 100 % 100 % 6 0 0 

Requirements 100 % 100 % 9 0 0 

Overall Score: 100% 100 % 21 0 0 
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However, the latest version of HTML, HTML5, has as a regular HTML serialization but also an XML 

serialization which is known as XHTML5.  

Therefore, HTML 5 is a standard that covers exactly the same area of application as XHTML5.  

Also, note that the recommendation of HTML5 by W3C coincides with the freezing of the development of 

the draft of XHTML2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


