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1. INTRODUCTION 

The present document is a summary of the assessment of the EuroVoc carried out by CAMSS using the 

CAMSS EIF assessment scenario. The purpose of this scenario is assessing the compliance of a standard or 

specification with the European Interoperability Framework (EIF)2. 

2. ASSESSMENT SUMMARY  

EuroVoc3 is a multilingual, multidisciplinary thesaurus covering the activities of the EU, the European 
Parliament in particular. It contains terms in 24 official EU languages, plus in three languages of countries 
which are candidates for EU accession. Eurovoc was developed for the first time in 1982 by the 
Publications Office of the European Union, and has been evolving until where it is now, in its edition 4, 
version 4.12.  

Interoperability Principles 

Interoperability principles are fundamental behavioural aspects that drive interoperability actions. They 
are relevant to the process of establishing interoperable European public services. They describe the 
context in which European public services are designed and implemented. 
 
The specification fully supports the principles setting context for EU actions on interoperability: 

- Subsidiarity and proportionality 

EuroVoc is not included in any national catalogues of recommended specifications. They belong 

to Estonia, Spain and Sweden.  

The specification supports the principles setting context for EU actions on interoperability: 

- Openness 

EuroVoc is an open specification publicly available for study or use. Stakeholders have the 

opportunity to contribute to the development of EuroVoc. It has a significant market acceptance 

since it is commonly used by European and National institutions, and this fact demonstrates that 

it is mature enough for the development of products and services, including for the creation of 

innovative solutions. Besides, as mentioned before, EuroVoc is developed by the Publications 

Office of the European Union and it is fully available for its reuse and implementation without any 

fee.   

 

- Transparency 

EuroVoc helps to classify the administrations’ knowledge in different domains and fostering the 

visibility and comprehensibility of administrative data and supporting the decision-making 

process. 

 

                                                             
2 https://ec.europa.eu/isa2/eif_en 

3 https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/th-dataset/-/resource/dataset/eurovoc  

https://ec.europa.eu/isa2/eif_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/th-dataset/-/resource/dataset/eurovoc
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- Reusability 

EuroVoc is a business agnostic document format that can be reused in a cross-domain way. 

Besides, EuroVoc is made available for its reuse for free4.  

- Technological neutrality and data portability 

It is a widely adopted and for the data classification by administrations, and it is independent of 

any platform or software. By providing a set of domains and subdomains that cover the needs 

from EU and National Institutions, it allows different stakeholders to implement and use the 

specification without hampering the interoperability of systems.  

 

The specification partially supports the principles related to generic user needs and expectations: 

- User-centricity 

By helping and easing the reuse of information amongst different administrations, Eurovoc fosters 

the implementation of eGovernment including cross-border initiatives avoiding citizens and 

businesses to interact multiple times.  

 

- Inclusion and accessibility 

EuroVoc does not foster inclusion and accessibility. The purpose of the specification is not related 

to e-accessibility. 

 

- Security and privacy 

The purpose of this EuroVoc is not related to security and privacy of the data exchange. Therefore, 

this criterion does not apply to this specification. 

 

- Multilingualism  

One of the advantages of implementing EuroVoc is that it provides equivalences between 

identical concepts in different languages. Therefore, its use fosters the delivery of multilingual 

public services.  

 

The specification partially supports the foundation principles for cooperation among public 

administrations: 

- Administrative Simplification 

EuroVoc helps the processing of administrations data by standardising the classification of the 

documents in a single way, therefore, it fosters the production digital services avoiding the non-

digital exchanges.  

 

                                                             
4 https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/th-dataset/-/resource/dataset/eurovoc#Releases  

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/th-dataset/-/resource/dataset/eurovoc#Releases
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- Preservation of information 

EuroVoc does not foster the long-term preservation of electronic records and other kinds of 

information. The purpose of the specification is not related to the preservation of information.  

 

- Assessment of effectiveness and efficiency 

There is different documentation showing the usefulness of EuroVoc in different aspects. For 

instance, a use case for the Italian Chamber of Deputies that used EuroVoc for semiautomatic 

document classification5.   

2.1. Interoperability Layers 

The interoperability model which is applicable to all digital public services includes: 
- Four layers of interoperability: legal, organisational, semantic and technical; 
- A cross-cutting component of the four layers, ‘integrated public service governance’; 
- A background layer, ‘interoperability governance’. 

 

The Specification supports the implementation of digital public services complying with the EIF 

interoperability model: 

- Interoperability governance 

EuroVoc is not associated with an EIRA ABB in the European Library of Specifications (ELIS) at the 

time of elaborating this assessment. Although, the specification is included in a supranational 

catalogue of standards as can be considered the EU Vocabularies where all the specifications 

developed by the Publications Office of the European Union are available6. 

 

- Integrated public service governance & Legal Interoperability 
EuroVoc is a taxonomy that helps to harmonise the data processing and classification amongst 

European or National institutions. The usage of Eurovoc eases participation and eGovernment 

initiatives. Besides, since it is created by the Publications Office of the European Union it can be 

inferred that is compliant with the different regulations at European Level.  

 

- Organisational interoperability 

 

EuroVoc does not foster organizational interoperability. The purpose of the specification is not 

related to the topic.  

 

- Semantic Interoperability  

 

                                                             
5 Eurovoc and parliamentary documents: A semi-automatic classification experience at the Italian Chamber of 

Deputies:https://expertsystem.com/expert-systems-cogito-semantic-platform-to-be-featured-at-

eurovoc-conference/  

6 EU Vocabularies Home page: https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies  

https://expertsystem.com/expert-systems-cogito-semantic-platform-to-be-featured-at-eurovoc-conference/
https://expertsystem.com/expert-systems-cogito-semantic-platform-to-be-featured-at-eurovoc-conference/
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies
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The specification does not define a cross-sector reusable data model as it is a taxonomy created 

for helping the data processing across EU Administrations. However, EuroVoc is linked to the 

publication and classification of the datasets from different administrations7. In this sense, it is 

used for the EU Open Data Portal, the site where EU Institutions publish their datasets for their 

reuse. 

 

- Technical interoperability 

This technical interoperability layer is covered by the core interoperability principle ''Openness''. 

  

                                                             
7 https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/th-dataset/-/resource/dataset/eurovoc?target=About 

 

  

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/th-dataset/-/resource/dataset/eurovoc?target=About
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3. ASSESSMENT RESULTS 

This section presents an overview of the results of the CAMSS assessments for EuroVoc. The CAMSS 

“Strength” indicator measures the reliability of the assessment by calculating the number of answered 

(applicable) criteria. On the other hand, the number of favourable answers and the number of 

unfavourable ones are used to calculate the “Automated Score” per category and an “Overall Score”. 

*The technical interoperability layer is covered by the criteria corresponding to the core interoperability principle ''Openness''. 

 

With 85% of assessment strength, this assessment can be considered representative of the specification 

compliance with the EIF principles and recommendations. 

The Overall Automated Score of 79% demonstrates that the specification supports the European 

Interoperability Framework in the domains where it applies.  

  

Figure 1. Interoperability principles Results 

Category 
Automated 

Score 
Assessment 

Strength 
# 

Favourable 
# 

Unfavourable 
# Not 

Applicable 

Principle setting the context for EU 

actions on interoperability 
0% 100% 0 1 0 

Core interoperability principles 94% 95% 16 1 1 

Principles related to generic user 

needs and expectations 
100% 50% 2 0 2 

Foundation principles for 

cooperation among public 

administrations 

100% 67% 2 0 1 

Interoperability layers* 70% 91% 14 6 2 

Overall Score 79% 85% 26 7 6 
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Figure 2. Interoperability layers Results 

 

  


