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European Union
Public Licence

The EUPL is the first European Free/Open 
Source So�ware (F/OSS) licence.

It is a licence offering people the right to 
freely use and distribute so�ware, 
including modified versions, with the stipulation 
that the same rights be preserved in all copies 
or adapted works.  

EUPL Milestones

Dra�ed by EC 
& academic
experts

Approved by 
the College of 
Commissioners
in January

Published in 22 
working 
languages in
January OSI certified

in March

Used in more
than 15 000 

projects

Update 
foreseen making 
it interoperable 
with a greater 
number of other 
licences 

2005 2007 2009 2015

2016

It enables the EC to 
distribute its own 
so�ware for free, with 
a guarantee that it will 
remain available for 
everyone.

The EUPL is compatible 
with most existing 
licences and
ensures compliance 
with EU law.

Who should use it?

It is now approved by 
the European 
Commission in official 
languages of the 
Europe Union.

Anyone who holds 
the copyright to a piece 

of so�ware.


