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Global data volume will grow:



Data processing will change



The European data strategy aims to make the EU a leader in a 

data-driven society. Creating a single market for data will allow it 

to flow freely within the EU and across sectors for the benefit of 

businesses, researchers and public administrations.

Aim



• February 2020

• European Data strategy

• Commission’s Communication on “Shaping Europe’s digital future”

• White Paper on artificial intelligence

• Time horizon: next 5 years

Timing



• Growing data volumes and technological change

• The importance of data for the economy and society

• The EU has everything to play for in the data economy of the future

What is at stake?



• General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)

• Regulation on the free flow of non-personal data (FFD)

• Cybersecurity Act (CSA)

• Open Data Directive

• Sector-specific legislation on data access

• Automotive , payment service providers , smart metering information , electricity network 
data , or intelligent transport systems .

• Digital Content Directive

What has been done so far?



• Data can flow within the EU and across sectors

• European  rules  and  values,  in  particular  personal  data  protection,  
consumer  protection legislation and competition law, are fully respected

• The rules for access to and use of data are fair, practical and clear, and there 
are clear and trustworthy data governance mechanisms in place

• There is an open, but assertive approach to international data flows, based 
on European values

The vision



• Fragmentation between MS

• Availability of Data (G2B, B2B, B2G, G2G)

• Imbalances in market power

• Data interoperability and quality

The Problems (I)



• Data governance

• Data infrastructures and technologies

• Empowering individuals to exercise their rights

• Skills and data literacy

• Cybersecurity

The Problems (II)



4 pillars:

• A cross-sectoral governance framework for data access and use

• Enablers: Investments in data and strengthening Europe’s capabilities and 
infrastructures for hosting, processing and using data, interoperability

• Competences: Empowering individuals, investing in skills and in SMEs

• Common European data spaces in strategic sectors and domains of public 
interest

The strategy



• Key actions

• Propose a legislative framework for the governance of common European data spaces, 
(Q4 2020 – ongoing)

• Adopt an implementing act on high-value data-sets, (Q1 2021 – ongoing)

• Propose, as appropriate, a Data Act, 2021

• Analysis of the importance of data in the digital economy (e.g. through the Observatory of 
the Online Platform Economy), and review of the existing policy framework in the context 
of the Digital Services Act package (Q4 2020)

Cross-sectoral governance framework 



In order to open up key public sector reference data sets for 

innovation, it shall start the procedure for the adoption of an 

Implementing act on high-value data sets under the Open Data 

Directive, making these data sets available across the EU for free, 

in machine-readable format and through standardised Application 

Programming Interfaces (APIs).

The role of APIs



• Key actions

• European data spaces (data sharing architectures and governance mechanisms) 2022

• Sign Memoranda of Understanding with Member States on cloud federation, Q3 2020;

• Launch a European cloud services marketplace, integrating the full stack of cloud service 
offering, Q4 2022;

• Create an EU (self-)regulatory cloud rulebook, Q2 2022.

Enablers



• Empowering individuals with respect to their data

• Enhancing the portability right for individuals under Article 20 of the GDPR

• Investments in skills and general data literacy

• Dedicated capacity building for SMEs

Competences



• Industrial (manufacturing)

• Green Deal

• Mobility

• Health

• Financial

• Energy

• Agriculture

• Public administration

• Skills

Common European Data Spaces



• Create a European analytical framework for measuring data flows

• Cooperation with relevant financial and international organisations on the data flow 
measurement framework (e.g. EIB, EBRD, OECD, IMF)

• Promote EU standards and values with partners around the world

An open, but proactive international approach



Overview of (some) data policies
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