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Summary of the meeting  

 

Topic Summary 

Welcome Pavlina Fragkou opened the webinar and welcomed the participants. 

She then presented the agenda of the workshop which consisted in: 

● A presentation of the context of the Core Vocabularies;  

● A moderated discussion about use cases; 

● A moderated discussion on issues identified; and  

● A presentation of the next steps 

Context of the 
Core 

Florian Barthélemy introduced the webinar with an explanation of the 

SEMIC action, which is one of the key actions of the Interoperable 



Vocabularies 

 

Europe unit responsible for developing, maintaining and promoting 

semantic interoperability in Member States. Some of the activities 

performed under SEMIC are the development of core vocabularies, 

their maintenance and the raise of awareness around the usage of 

those Core Vocabularies.  

 

The workshop focused on one of the Core Vocabularies, which are 

simplified core data models around a key concept that focus on the 

minimum set of requirements that organisations and users will need 

to exchange information about it.  

 

It’s a consensus and balance between keeping things as simple as 

possible, reaching a high level of agreement that can be found within 

a set of use cases and dealing with complex use cases (specific use 

cases are therefore left out for application profiles).  

 

The Core Vocabularies that have been defined in the past years are 

about persons, business, location, public organisation, criterion & 

evidence. On top of this, SEMIC has also a broader set of assets with, 

among others, Application Profiles. 

 

Christophe Bahim then presented the history of the Core Public Event 

Vocabulary (CPEV). The work on CPEV started in 2017 with the 

gathering of use cases for modelling events. A year later, an initial 

version of CPEV was released on GitHub. In 2019, a webinar was held 

to present how two countries were reusing CPEV to model events. 

Since 2019, there hasn’t been much activity and recently, the SEMIC 

action has started looking at how to resume the work  and evaluate 

the possible future of CPEV.  

 

While working towards a new release, some preparatory work has 

been done, including a preliminary analysis of use case and event 

data. Following that, some bilaterals were held and people involved in 

event modelling, coming from four different countries (FR, SP, IT and 

GR). to confirm the interest from the community. This webinar is part 

of a series of other webinars that will take place over the coming 

months to build the specification as defined in the process. After this 

series of webinars, a public review will take place during which the 

community will raise issues about the stable version. Later on, the 

official release will be done.  

 

Emidio Stani provided an overview of the current status of CPEV. The 

initial model has 6 use cases:  

 



● A citizen is looking for events of a certain type across regions 

● A provider of goods or services is looking for opportunities 

arising from neighbour events 

● Citizens or businesses want to find related events 

● Harvesting and distribution of public event data 

● Users want to add events to their calendar 

● Efficient planning of an event 

 

From these 6 use cases, 4 generic requirements were derived: 

 

● Basic facts about the event should be recorded such as its title, 

organiser, place, time, audience, etc 

● It should be possible for the specifics of an event to be 

interpreted by search engines. 

● It should be possible for users to get events with the same 

location, time or audience. 

● It should be possible for users to add an event to their personal 

calendar 

 

The model also suffers from integration issues. At the time it was 

designed, different cardinalities were put in place, which is 

contradictory to the concept of a simplified core data model. The 

second issue is that the model does not reuse the Public Event Type 

controlled vocabulary published by the Publication Office. Last but not 

least, CPEV is not integrated with other ISA² core vocabularies (Core 

Location, contact point, dataset).   

 

Emidio then presented the current data model:  

 

Discussion 

about use 

cases 

Emidio presented the use cases of CPEV. Thanks to the bilaterals, new 

use cases have been identified and missing requirements were listed.  

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/dataset/-/resource?uri=http://publications.europa.eu/resource/dataset/public-event-type


 

Christophe explained that missing use cases and requirements will be 

discussed and that extra input from the audience will be captured in 

a Mural dashboard.  

Pavlina emphasised the importance for the community to share their 
views, needs and experiences. After the webinar, the community can 

still create an issue on GitHub or send an email to the SEMIC address 

(contact@semic.eu).  

The first exercise on Mural consisted in gathering the input of the 

community regarding missing use cases.  

 

The use cases that were mentioned during the discussion are the 

followings: 

● As an organisation, I would like to manage events (e.g., 
tickets, registration, events, internal organisation). 

● As a user, I would like to find events on several channels (e.g., 
online, live, metaverse, 3D). 

● As an event organiser, I want to express the event type and 

https://app.mural.co/t/beadvtc7549/m/beadvtc7549/1651656821896/897570a92e780a11bbbe00d50afec6507c092aaf?sender=ucb288e1cbff63b48e3c19686
https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Public-Event-Vocabulary
mailto:contact@semic.eu


event content. 
● As an organisation, I would like to model complex events as a 

whole and in parts. 
● As an organisation, I would like to promote events in multiple 

languages.  
● As an organisation, I would like to link media files to the event 

description. 

Stephan Forseilles specified that he would like to have a central place 

where the user could get information about events on a certain topic 

/ sector at a specific location.  

 

The second exercise consisted in identifying additional requirements 
based on the use cases previously identified. Those requirements are 

classes and attributes that would be needed in CPEV, for the model to 

cater for the use cases previously identified.  

 

Stephan Forseilles mentioned that the capacity would be an added 

value. The idea is to know if an event is full or not. In the same vein, 
organisations who want to take part in an exhibition should know 

whether there are any stands left. .  

Stephan added that an interesting attribute would be to have a free 

text where the requirements to enter an event could be listed (e.g., 

Covid safe ticket, minimum age, minimum size).  

Pavlina commented on the information about people registering and 

opened the question of regulatory compliance to GDPR.  

Florian mentioned that proper agreement and consent from the user 

could be asked to some extent. Core Person is a Core Vocabulary that 
details information about a person so a relation to that Core 

Vocabulary could be conceivable.  



Stephan also mentioned the interest of the audience as an interesting 
requirement. The objective would be for users to find events based 

on their interest. A classification of events would be needed.  

Stephan then explained the importance of having the possibility for 

users to get a certification at the end of an event. For example, 
teachers need to follow mandatory learnings and have to provide 

proof of attendance to these learnings. It would be a certificate 

approved by the state that would say that it is recognized.  

Another point that Stephan raised is to make users aware of events 

that are taking place at other locations at the same time (or not) on 

a specific topic.  

Related to the “Kids friendly tag” requirement, Florian mentioned that 
this could be broader than that and include other tags (e.g.; LGBTQ+ 

friendly, vegan friendly).  

Riitta Alkula raised a question concerning live events and the need for 

flags mentioning the accessibility. Stephan added that sign language 

translation could be published.  

Discussion on 

issues 

Christophe introduced the discussion on issues by presenting a 

datasets analysis done by the SEMIC Team. 13 datasets from 

data.europa.eu coming from several countries were analysed. 6 

attributes of the Public Event class are common to 77% of the 

datasets. In parallel, some properties are regularly appearing in the 

datasets but are not in CPEV, such as ID, Image, Place Name or 

Address. 

The first issue is about the Definition of Events. The proposed 

resolution would be to look at the controlled vocabulary of the 

Publication Office that could be broadened.  

● In the old definition, there is a mention of “particular place”. 

Stephan mentioned that it is a problem as lots of events are 

happening online.  

● In the exhibition industry, there is an initiative called VSEF 

which is about standardising the reporting elements of virtual 

events and it will go to live events. Another initiative is from 

the Bavarian region in Germany called GRACE, a common API 

for tradeshows and events.  

● Riitta also mentioned that what is called “Definition of events” 

should be named “Description of events”. From a modelling 

point of view, this is the term used, so we should align.  

The second issue is about the definition of Place. The SEMIC team 

wants to differentiate between physical and virtual location and how 

to reach a location 

https://vsef.io/


● Stephan explained that it’s important for organisers of events 

looking for a venue  to know the size of space of a venue, the 

type of venue (e.g., auditorium, meeting room, dining room).  

● Pavlina clarified it is important to keep the balance between 

Core Vocabulary and Application Profiles, the latest being built 

for more specific use cases.  

The third issue is about the identification of events and how we want 

to advertise it. To that end, the SEMIC team has proposed some 

attributes: Topics, linking to other events as well as keywords.  

● Stephan mentioned that NACE code could be a potential input 

to be reused.  

The next issue is about tickets. The problem is that tickets are very 

granular and are not necessarily requested in every event. When it is 

requested, there are many exceptions. The SEMIC team would 

propose to remove tickets from the model. 

● Stephan agreed as there are a lot of different ticket prices and 

combos and also prices change over time. This would therefore 

need for high-maintenance. 

The following issue is about OpeningHourSpecification, a class reused 

from Schema.org. It is hard to deal with as an event can happen at 

the same time in different locations, which is hard to capture. The 

proposition is to reuse some concepts from the time Ontology, that 

also takes into consideration iCalendar.  

● According to Stephan, openingHour is not a criteria on which 

people will search for events. It does not have to be in code 

data if it brings complexity.  

Another issue is about the Public Event Type classification. The SEMIC 

team proposes to classify the event type as well as the audience type 

to be able to distinguish between active and passive participants. To 

do so, we would look into existing controlled vocabularies. 

● Stephan advised to check on VSEF.  

The last issue concerns Contact Point, which is not included at the 

moment and would allow users to contact the organiser of an event, 

if needed. This is already defined in Core Public Organisation 

Vocabulary and therefore could be reused.  

https://www.w3.org/TR/owl-time/


● Stephan mentioned that if there is an URL for the event, users 

can most of the time already find contact details of the 

organiser.  

Next steps Florian thanked the participants for joining. All the information 

captured during the workshop will be published on GitHub and 

participants were invited to share their views on the issues.  

Pavlina emphasised that it was a preliminary meeting, which will be 
followed by other webinars. The point was to identify other use cases 

compared to the ones that the SEMIC team had identified.  

The second objective was to know whether there was an interest from 

the community to proceed with an official version. This workshop has 
validated that there is an interest and that the use cases identified 

are valid and could be enriched.  

 

 

 

 

https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Public-Event-Vocabulary

