
Open Source Policy
BELGIUM

General
Information

Open Source Software Initiatives

Policy and Legal Framework

Actors Policy maker Strategic player

1

2

3

4

2009 2019

Updated in February 2020

The main governmental body in charge of setting up OSS policies in Belgium
is the Belgian Federal Public Service Policy and Support (BOSA).
As a federal country, there are various governmental levels in Belgium with
the power to implement policy initiatives. Open source software is mentioned
and encouraged for use by public administrations in Brussels and Wallonia.

The Belgian Federal Public Service
Policy and Support, the
Directorate-General Digital
Transformation (BOSA) is a long-
time open source user and
contributor.

The IT mutualisation body at the
service of local authorities
(iMio) produces open source
software for local authorities in
Wallonia.

Declaration on the French
Community Policy

2009-2014

Policy Statement of the
Wallonia-Brussels Federation

2019-2024

Titled “A shared energy for a
sustainable, humane and supportive
society,” this declaration promotes
the use of open source software in
public administrations and ministerial
offices.

This statement promotes open
standards, open source software and
open data as indispensable tools
within public administrations.

Check Your House (Check
Je Huis): This is an online
tool developed by the city
of Ghent, launched in 2015.
It can calculate the energy
efficiency of a house and
highlight the ways in which
efficiency can be improved.
Since 2017, the tool is
open source, thus allowing
non-residents and other
governments to use it.

eID middleware: BOSA DG
DT is actively developing
the middleware of the
state-issued electronic
identity cards on GitHub.

OSS for collaboration:
Enabel, the Belgian
development cooperation
agency, has opted for OSS
to reduce some of
the barriers to
collaboration between the
agency, public institutions
and NGOs.

Police platform: Belgian
police forces, at both
federal and local levels, are
switching to open source
web technology. The police
forces can create, publish
and manage content as
well as share data using
open data standards on
the platform. OSS tools are
used for content
management, the search
engine, the database
system and the web server.

OSS in Walloon
municipalities: iMio has
produced OSS for the
needs of local authorities
and continues to assist
them in their IT project
procedures. The public
administrations in more
than 290 cities, towns and
villages use OSS solutions.
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