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Ground rules for the webinar

Q&A

Audio Connection

Click “Connect audio” to 

hear the presenters 

Please mute your 

microphone when you 

are not speaking.

Q&A Sessions

During Q&A sessions, use 

the ‘raise hand’ function 

and our team will give you 

the floor.

During speakers’ 

presentations, please 

submit your questions in

the WebEx chat.

Technical difficulties?

For any issues with 

WebEx, please raise them 

by writing privately to 

the HOST in the WebEx 

chat.

!

Recording

Please note that this 

webinar will be recorded

and shared publicly on 

the Youtube channel of 

Interoperable Europe.
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1. Objectives of the webinar



Present the current state of BRegDCAT-AP - its intended function and 
role in relation to DCAT-AP

Discuss with the Community the future steps and strategy related to the 
BRegDCAT-AP specification

Discuss the BRegDCAT-AP related issues on SEMIC GitHub
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Objectives of this webinar

https://github.com/SEMICeu/BregDCAT-AP/issues


2. Updates for the Base 
Registries Community



Launched by ISA² in 2016

Access to Base Registries (ABR) – purpose of the action

ABR Guidelines 
and training

BRAIF 
interconnection 

framework

BRegDCAT-AP and 
related tools ABR factsheets

Main tools and outputs

Improving national and cross-border access to government data

Provide a common framework, specification, reusable tools, guidelines

Community engagement and  bottom-up needs and priorities identification (no legal obligations)

https://ec.europa.eu/isa2/actions/improving-cross-border-access-government-data_en


SEMANTIC ASSETS

Core Vocabularies and 

BRegDCAT-AP as key 

trusted tools

SUPPORT CENTRE

Resources, helpdesk and 

pilots on interoperability 

topics (incl. Data spaces, 

SDG, LDES,...) 

SEMIC and Access to Base 

Registries joined forces to boost 

interoperability across public 

administrations in the EU MONITORING 
INTEROPERABILITY

and approaches to Base 

registries, preparation of 

factsheets and dialogue 

with MS

KNOWLEDGE SHARING

Guidelines, good 

practices and case 

studies on the benefits of 

semantic interoperability

SEMIC expertise 
in support of ABR



9

Objectives of the document

• Provide high-level knowledge on base registries interconnection

• Highlight challenges that may hinder base registries
interconnection and the creation of Registries of Registries;

• Provide good practice examples on solutions for the effective
cross-border and cross-sector base registries interoperability.

ABR Guidelines review

Scope of the review

• Update existing content

• Improve readability

• Align with current SEMIC Toolkit
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Four thematic chapters, to seek alignment with the 
European Interoperability Framework (EIF)

ABR Guidelines review: Structure
Legal

Governance

Semantics

Technical

Total of 34 guidelines for base registries interconnection

Inspirational case examples and best practices are provided 
for specific guidelines



Survey ABR and LDES

• Launched in January 2023

• 5 questions - completion time 5 min

• Some follow-up interviews already 
conducted with MS

Objective survey

• Understand MS challenges and needs 
on ABR (and LDES)

• Directly collect views and suggestions 
to prioritise future support under SEMIC

Survey Access to Base Registries and LDES

Don’t miss your chance and 
fill in the survey!

THANK YOU!

1. Reuse of semantic assets

2. Challenges for base registries

3. Guidelines to support ABR

4. LDES adoption

5. SEMIC support

The survey on ABR and LDES is still open until 31 March 2023.

• Link provided in chat

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/df1fe9cc-c6cc-8c84-90a1-22c4978a3fc1


3. BRegDCAT-AP: purpose and 
current status



Specifications

A Base Registry entity can be modelled with Core Vocabularies

Base Registry datasets can be modelled with DCAT-AP

Public services serving or using data from Base Registries can be expressed with the Application Profile of 

the Core Public Service Vocabulary (CPSV-AP)

Process for modelling Base Registries

Base registries

BRegDCAT-AP
DCAT-AP

+
CPSV-AP



Intended function
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BRegDCAT-AP - Overview 

Scope

BRegDCAT-AP is intended to describe base registries, which are needed for efficient data 
exchange among different registries, also cross-border. 

BRegDCAT-AP allows the modelling of the datasets and the services accessing the data provided 
by base registries.

Advantages

A common approach for modelling 
Base Registries

EU wide overview, i.e. a Registry of Registries, 
becomes possible. 



Adoption of BRegDCAT-AP

Data 
descriptions

Catalogue 
of Services

Base 
Registries

In some cases we observed the following implementation approach of our solutions:

Describe their data 
assets for their BRs 
starting from DCAT-AP

Use their BRs as authentic 
sources to support public 
administrations to provide 
services. 

These services are discoverable 
in catalogues using CPSV-AP

BRegDCAT-AP combines the data (DCAT-AP) and the service (CPSV-AP) views



3 main types of Open Source Tools provided under SEMIC

BRegDCAT-AP and SEMIC Supporting tools 

CPSV-AP Description Harvester

BRegDCAT-AP Harvester
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VALIDATORS
Va l i d a t e  t h e  d a t a  c o m p l i a n c e  

w i t h  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s

H ARV ESTERS
H a r v e s t  d a t a  f r o m  
e x i s t i n g  c a t a l o g s

WEB ED ITORS
A  u s e r  f r i e n d l y  w a y  t o  e d i t  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n  c o m p l i a n t  d a t a

CPSV-AP Validator

DCAT-AP Validator

BRegDCAT-AP Validator

CPSV-AP Editor

BRegDCAT-AP Editor

ABR tools (except Harvester) were based on CPSV-AP ones



Poll results



4. BRegDCAT-AP: possible 
scenarios for the future



Future of BRegDCAT-AP

Challenges

Relationship with DCAT-AP? 
Child, sibling or identical?

• In the past, repeated 
discussions of the same 
topics.

• Alignment editorial effort 
(DCAT-AP gets updated -> 
propagation)

Future

Clarify position BRegDCAT-AP in 
the landscape (improve the 
scope)

• Scope discussions to the right 
place

• Reduced editorial effort 



Base registries are….

• trusted and reliable sources of basic information on data items, such as citizens,
corporations, vehicles, driver licences, buildings, and locations.

• cornerstone of public services and essential entities for public administration
management.

Definition of Base Registry

Source: Guidelines & context BRegDCAT-AP

The EIF identifies a base registry as a…

“trusted and authoritative source of information which can and should be digitally 
reused by others and in which one organisation is responsible and accountable for the 

collection, usage, updating and preservation of information”.
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Base Registry – an enabler for Once Only

Once Only principle

• Goal: during an interaction with a citizen (user) the (access to) the data is asked once.

• Advantage: From the moment the knowledge has been acquired the data is shared throughout
the interaction.

! - Not only the data is important, but also the access to it, i.e. APIs

Need to get an overview/insight in 

your eGov context 

(within MS, but also cross-border)

Base Registries are 

nuclei in the eGov data 

network are
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History

Recent legislative context
No specific 

legislative context

European Registry of 
Base Registries 

(ERBR)
Single Digital 

Gateway

Data Governance Act
(sensitive and restricted data)

High Value Datasets
(master data)

data.europa.eu

Data spaces
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Possible streams of action in relation to BRegDCAT-AP

Clarify the role of BRegDCAT-AP and its relationship with 
base registries published by public services and update it.

Position BregDCAT-AP around specific verticals including 
high-value datasets. 

New release of 
BRegDCAT-AP

BRegDCAT-AP 
in specific 
domains

Direction 1

Direction 2

What are unique characteristics for a base registry?
How do we make that visible in existing data portals?

What are the base registries for a base entity (Person, Business, 
etc.) in a public administration?



Direction 1 – General identification

How do I find in data.europa.eu a base registry? Or if a dataset is part 
of a base registry?

Which properties are unique for a base registry?  

Key questions

New release of 
BRegDCAT-AP

Direction 1



Direction 1 – Relationship public service
New release of 
BRegDCAT-AP

Direction 1

A base registry supports many Public Services: 

As a user I want to know which public services are supported by this base register

A Public Service uses many bases registries:

As a user I want to know the base registries are used by this Public Service

Is the connection with a public service a key element for a Base Registry?

Issue #3: 
Does cpsv:PublicService cover public services or are they data services?



Direction 2 – Domain specific base registries

Each entity in eGov can have its base registry.

Suggestion: base registry for the Core Vocabulary entities
• Person
• Public Organisation
• Business
• Public Service
• Location (Addresses)
• Criteria

BRegDCAT-AP in 
specific domains

Direction 2

More towards same data harmonization, collaborating APIs 

As each domain might have its own way of interaction.
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BRegDCAT-AP – Open discussion

BRegDCAT-AP = more than a technical union of DCAT-AP and CPSV-AP?



Q&A 
Discussion on BRegDCAT-AP



Poll results



5. Wrap-up and next steps



Next steps

Is there anything else you would like to add, discuss or ask?

• Write it in chat!

• Reach out to our team via email

LDES specification 
update

& 
next LDES webinar

(21 April 2023)

Publication of updated 
Guidelines on Access 

to Base Registries

Definition of 
approach for 
BRegDCAT-AP 

(embracing today’s 
views and comments)



Wh at  i s  i t?

Wh o  i s  i t  fo r?

SEMIC Support Centre - a one-stop-shop for all digital interoperability challenges

Join the SEMIC Support Centre Collection on Joinup!



Thank you 



Stay in

touch 

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/interoperable-
europe/interoperable-europe

(@InteroperableEU) / Twitter

DIGIT-INTEROPERABILITY@ec.europa.eu

Interoperable Europe | LinkedIn

Interoperable Europe - YouTube

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/interoperable-europe/interoperable-europe
https://twitter.com/InteroperableEU
mailto:DIGIT-INTEROPERABILITY@ec.europa.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/interoperableeurope/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ISAprogramme

