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Use Cases 
 

 There was a question on whether we should also support (internal) Services within a public 
organisation instead of just public services. 

o There was a remark that this could be related to the Core Public Service Vocabulary: 
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/solution/core-public-service-vocabulary 

o For now "public" denotes "of interest to a general audience". So this is not immediately in 
line with private. Private events are thus a bit on the edge of the scope. We also wish to 
exclude events like an earthquake or flood. 

 Extension of opening hours: telephone hours and visiting hours 

 Use case for post-fact statistics and knowledge 
o It opens the door for post-fact reviews and comments. For instance, one could determine 

how many attendees an event had.  

Discussion on the core model 
 

 First we focus on a class level. Only after this we add properties. Proposals are welcomed on GitHub. 

 Add a class EventDescription since the description is often a structured text; it can be formatted, in 
several languages, can be a poster. 

o Whether an event has a specific description can also be a way to distinguish between 
complex events or subevents. 

o We could probably just link up with existing generic web-content-models (like Dublin Core). 
They have their own model and just link to the event they are about. 

o Dublin Core will not be enough if you want to express that the formatting of the description 
is important 

o Class EvenDescription could very well be a foaf:Document, which is broad enough. 
o Web page or PDF information could be modelled as foaf:Document with specific 

relationship with Event, like cpev:description, or with a general property like foaf:page. 

 Date/Time needs to be able to be very flexible (perhaps a string) as in the early stages of event 
planning this is often only vaguely defined, but closer to the event it will be very specific. 

 Roles of an Agent may change over time, should we associate a time with it? 
o It seems that since the life of a public event is relatively short, the chance of changing role 

players during the life is minimal. 

 Should we make a distinction between active and passive participants? For instance the difference 
between performers and attendees at a concert? 

o The distinction is made in many models. 
o Several of these properties are already schema.org. We may want to cluster together. We 

can maybe subclass the general event when we need to add more information. Do we 

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/solution/core-public-service-vocabulary
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want to model differently for shows, summits etc. This is related to what should be 
included in a core data model. 

 Be wary that we are defining a core model. We need a minimum common 
denominator, not too much detail. We should not try to model every possible 
situation. 

 The idea of subClassing could be that you want to further define (i.e. classify) 
events, e.g. mandating that some events MUST have a value for this property, or 
to say it differently, if such a property is valued, then the machine infers that this 
is a special type of events 

 How does subclassing help out on top of what already exists through optional 
fields? 

o We could use several relation to the Agent class to model these different roles. 

 We should add thematic classifications of the event along multiple axes. 
o This would need some controlled vocabularies, but in a core vocabulary, we try not to 

restrict values although we can recommend a controlled vocabulary. 
o Classifications could be modelled as skos:Concept. 
o Public event types: https://github.com/italia/daf-ontologie-vocabolari-

controllati/blob/master/VocabolariControllati/public-event-types/public-event-types.csv 

 Could we refer to what triggers a public event? Using a “triggeredBy” relation for instance? 

 Place: how should we define a place? For now, we have that it must be a physical or virtual 
location. 

o Apparently there is something on schema.org concerning virtual locations, but no link 
was sent. 

o For physical location the geolocation is crucial (for many use cases). 
o There is an existing class for physical locations: dct:Location. 
o For online only events, see also https://github.com/schemaorg/schemaorg/issues/1842  

 The European commission has nested time periods. It is important to have these included such 
that the model can be used for parliament sittings. 

o Agricultural Payments, for example, are administrative events that have a schedule. 
o Statistical surveys and national statistical and financial reports also have different 

schedules and time periods of coverage. 
o If these are functions of public administration that the electorate has an interest in 

knowing about then they are 'public events' and perhaps the definition should be 
extended. Each of the events here should be in scope: 
http://www.parliament.scot/Parliamentary-Business.aspx  

o Extending the domain to administrative events may be very interesting, but I suspect that 
this may require a different approach. I believe we should somehow restrict the scope in 
order to exclude these cases (which of course are very relevant per se!) 

 Sometimes, event’s contact point does not coincide with the existing contact points of the 
organizations; it is identified ad hoc for the event, e.g. dedicated e-mail. 

 For the definition of Public Event, we should say "a happening that occurs/takes place" instead of 
“something that happens”.  

 
Any other remarks or issues can be discussed on GitHub: https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Public-Event-
Vocabulary  

Next steps 

 
PwC/ISA² will develop an updated conceptual model as a basis for further discussion. That model should be 
tested in IT systems or against relevant data as soon as possible in order to identify gaps or additional 
requirements. 
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