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Summary of the meeting  

Topic Summary 

Welcome  ● Pavlina Fragkou (PF) opened the webinar by welcoming the 
participants and addressed the agenda.   

About the 
ISA² 
programme 
and the SEMIC 
action 

● PF presented the ISA² programme, the SEMIC Action and its 
objectives in order to acquaint the audience with the scope of 
the webinar’s topic.  

● As part as one of the SEMIC solutions, PF explained that 
GeoDCAT-AP is an extension of DCAT-AP.  



 

• PF concluded her intervention by stressing the importance of 
combining the different SEMIC solutions together (in particular 
Core Vocs) in order to create synergies between them. 

GeoDCAT-AP 
Working 
Group 

 

● Bert Van Nuffelen (BVN) began by stating the objectives 
underlying the organisation of this webinar (and the next ones), 
namely: rekindling the momentum around the previous 
GeoDCAT-AP Working Group and gathering a community of 
experts to discuss and agree on the specification related to the 
release of GeoDCAT-AP 2.0. 
 

● BVN put emphasis on the fact that agreeing on the proposed 
alignment between DCAT-AP 2.0 and GeoDCAT-AP 2.0 was the 
core objective of this webinar.  
 

● To initiate the tour de table, BVN and Andrea Perego (AP) 
introduced themselves as well as the SEMIC team. After that, 
the participants were kindly invited to mention where they are 
from and what are their roles in their organisation, via the chat 
window. 

Introduction to 
the new version 
of    GeoDCAT-
AP 
Specification 
update 

 

● Before reporting on the specification update, BVN reminded that 
GeoDCAT-AP is mainly based on the agreements in the context 
of the INSPIRE directive and ISO standards. The aim of the 
extension is to enable Member States to maintain their 
collections of INSPIRE-relevant datasets according to the 
INSPIRE Metadata technical guidelines, while at the same time 
facilitating the publication of these collections on DCAT-AP 
conformant data portals. Given that new versions of DCAT and 
DCAT-AP have recently been published, BVN explained that 
there was a need to update GeoDCAT-AP as well.  

 
 



● BVN outlined the main suggestions included in the GeoDCAT-AP 
update and stressed the fact that the audience can still 
contribute and react to the suggestions via GitHub. BVN 
specified that a HTML document was published rather than a PDF 
file with the purpose to collect a quicker and more agile feedback 
from the community.   

 
● BVN concluded his intervention by kindly recommending the 

participants to first consult the documents describing the 
processes of the update (e.g. the guidance) as well as the 
documents relating to DCAT and DCAT-AP before submitting a 
question that could be quickly answered via those documents.  

Introduction to 
the new version 
of GeoDCAT-AP 
Proposed 
resolutions 

● AP shed light on the proposed resolutions to the problems 
already reported on GitHub. 

 
Introduction to 
the new version 
of    GeoDCAT-
AP 
Pending 
issues 

 

● AP presented the pending issues for which some resolutions 
are needed.   

 

https://github.com/SEMICeu/GeoDCAT-AP/issues
https://github.com/SEMICeu/GeoDCAT-AP/issues


 
 

Early feedback ● BVN opened the early feedback session by collecting 
participants' reactions and questions to what was presented. 
 

● Mantas Zimnickas (MZ) wondered why geo information is tied 
to datasets, and to not to a model/table. BVN specified that 
one dataset could contain multiple data set distributions and this 
information can be retrieved in the distribution. AP added that 
the specification of DCAT, DCAT-AP and GeoDCAT-AP allow to 
have multiple distributions.  

 

● In reaction to this, MZ inquired whether the distribution 
should not contain an API with a view to link services to the 
distribution and then provide additional information. BVN 
recognized the potential benefit of adding an API in the 
distribution but pointed out that it should be ensured that it 
meets a need from the implementers’ side. As this discussion 
does not strictly concern GeoDCAT-AP, AP was in favor that the 
community comes up with a general proposal (including DCAT, 
DCAT-AP and GeoDCAT-AP) to assess the potential use of API’s. 

 
● Matthias Palmér (MP) wondered: 

○ If there will be any recommendations / guidelines 
in the specification in addition to the examples?  

○ How to best point to a WMS service (use the 
getCapabilities)? 

○ If the distribution should be repeated for each 
format?  



○ What format to use for other distributions like WFS 
services?  

In order not to let the discussion side-tracked by these 
questions, BVN kindly advised MP to take a look at documents 
and materials related to DCAT-AP 2.0 on GitHub. 

 
● Hagar Lowenthal (HL) inquired when a data service is a 

Distribution, how can dcat:mediaType property be used? 
BVN replied that the media type is used to indicate the format 
to access and/or download the URL. From a service point of view, 
the media type does not mean a lot but from a distribution point 
of view, the media type can play an important role if you define 
it properly. AP added that, usually, media type does not register 
the full format that is used and that is the reason why DCAT was 
originally created. 

 

● Laura Alemany Gómez (LAG) wondered if there is any tool to 
verify if you are implementing right the specification? BVN 
replied that, as part of the supporting tools available, it is 
possible to create a SHACL Shapes to validate GeoDCAT-AP. BVN 
specified that this could lead us to a previous discussion held in 
June 2020 on which aspect to carry out for the verification. 
 

● Anna Ingram (AI) asked if the GeoDCAT-AP could be 
incorporated in 
https://www.itb.ec.europa.eu/shacl/dcat-ap/upload ?  
Similarly to the previous question, BVN confirmed that 
GeoDCAT-AP could be validated through SHACL Shapes.  

 

• In addition to her previous question, AI inquired if anyone 
would recommend her which tool to use when it is about 
cross collection of geo-spatial data (e.g. open data 
portal)? For clarity sake, Florian Barthelemy (FB) offered Anna 
to contact the SEMIC team after the webinar to discuss this in 
detail and figure out which recommendation could the SEMIC 
team provide her. BVN reminded the audience that INSPIRE 
community imposes a specific way of working and modelling 
options that are aligned with the proposed update of GeoDCAT-
AP. With this regard, BVN invited the audience to create a 
common recommendation post on this. MP reacted by saying 
that he finds complex to clean information from WEC output 
(regarding the format for instance) and this usually leads him to 
clean it separately. BVN recognized the need of having common 
guidelines to develop an end-user experience based on these 

https://github.com/SEMICeu/GeoDCAT-AP/issues
https://www.itb.ec.europa.eu/shacl/dcat-ap/upload


different approaches (which is more complex than sharing 
information and merge it into one catalogue). AP specified that 
the community must find a compromise on the type and the 
format of catalogue to harvest while defining common 
guidelines. MP suggested to set up a meeting with different 
implementers in order to discuss this into details.      

Wrap-up ● AP presented the proposed timing and the supporting tools that 
are available for the audience before asking if there were any 
questions left.   
  

● Nicolai Draslov (ND’) informed the participants in the chat that 
he made a pull request for a Docker file version. BVN thanked 
him for this initiative and will take this into account for further 
actions.  
 

● MP inquired if it would make sense to provide the inverse 
transform as well? AP explained that decisions should be 
taken depending on the use cases to deal with and asked the 
participants to react if someone had already implemented in 
this direction.  
 

● Hannes Reuter (HR) asked in which software packages is 
the xlst already implemented ? CKAN ? os-GeoNetwork? 
ND’ advised HR in the chat to use RDF Harvest with REST URL. 
AP added that there is a plan to implement GeoNetwork but 
confessed that he had no idea of the timing. 
 

● MZ wondered if there is any deadline or requirement, when 
national portals should add support for GeoDCAT-AP 2.0? 
BVN explained that European Data Portals should already be able 
to harvest the new version of GeoDCAT-AP but potentially not 
display all the specificities.  

 

● To conclude the webinar, BVN thanked all the participants for 
the fruitful and enriching discussions. He also invited the 
participants to carry on the discussions on GitHub.  

Additional 
information 
from the chat 

● Danny Vandenbroucke, Hannes Reuter, Franck Cotton, Fabian 
Kirstein, Matthias Palmér have expressed their interest in acting 
as contributors on the specification.  

● MP commented in the chat that he started to write a converter 
but based on JavaScript rather than XSLT, as it seemed more 
compact. MP concluded by showing his willingness to collaborate 
on that. 

 

 

https://github.com/SEMICeu/GeoDCAT-AP/issues

