
Introducing CAMSS: 
An overview of the context, purpose and 

benefits of the CAMSS solutions

CAMSS

Thursday, 09 November 2023

11:00 – 12:00 Brussels time

webinar



Agenda

Timing Topic

11:00 – 11:05 1. Motivation

11:05 – 11:15 2. Introduction

11:15 – 11:35 3. CAMSS Solutions

11:35 – 11.45 4. Strategic positioning

11:45 – 11:55 5. Q&A

11:55 – 12:00 6. Which solution would you like to be the next (Survey)

2



Motivation



1

2

3

Webinar purpose

Introducing the key concepts and ideas behind the value proposition

Giving an overview of the CAMSS Solutions

Show the strategic positioning towards the European Interoperability Environment 

(Interoperable Europe Act, Data Spaces, creation of interoperable digital 

services…)
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Webinar series

Proposed schedule of events

First session
Introducing CAMSS (1h)

First session explaining the 
CAMSS action, its solutions and 
the following events to be held.

Second session
CAMSS EIF Scenario 
(1h30min)

01 02

Explanation of the CAMSS EIF 
Scenario and its methodology.

 Performance of a demo of one 
interoperability specification.

04

Fourth session
CAMSS Vocabularies (1h)

Explanation of the 
CSSV and the CAV. 

03

Third session
ELAP and ELAP Validator (1h) 

05

Fifth session
ELIS (1h)

Explanation of the ELAP and 
its relation to EIRA and EIF.

 Performance of a demo given 
a use case for the execution of 
the ELAP validator.

Explanation of what is 
ELIS, its relation to the 
CAMSS Vocabularies, 
EIRA and Assessments.

Presentation of the 
library.
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Introduction



What are standards and specifications?

A specification is 

documentation of a 

precise requirement 

or set of 

requirements, that 

are needed for the 

implementation of a 

solution. A 

specification is not 

necessarily a 

standard.

A standard is a 

specification that 

has reached a 

certain maturity and 

a widespread 

adoption, and is 

recognized as the 

most appropriate 

current solution, that 

is agreed upon by a 

recognized authority.

Specification Standard
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What is CAMSS

CAMSS is the European guide for assessing and selecting standards and specifications for an eGovernment project, a reference when building 

an architecture and an enabler for justifying the choice of standards and specifications in terms of interoperability needs and requirements.

CAMSS is provided as a best practice method for Member States and 
public administrations to use as they choose.

The needs

EIF 
(European 

Interoperability 

Framework)

ISA2 
Programme

DEP (Digital 
Europe 

Programme) 

1

2

3

Ease of cross-border services interaction. Avoidance of 

the creation of digital barriers.

Interoperability architecture planning

Avoidance of vendor lock-in when choosing solutions in 

e-government services

The context

EIRA(c)  
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https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/common-assessment-method-standards-and-specifications-camss/glossary/term/interoperability


Interoperability is needed due to the growing amount of information exchanges between public services. Interoperability can be defined as the 

ability to exchange information.

Interoperable Europe

Initiative of the European Commission to 

promote interoperability solutions for public 

administrations, businesses and citizens.

European Interoperability Framework (EIF)

Defines basic interoperability guidelines in the 

form of common principles, models and 

recommendations. 

Interoperability

Based on

Aligned with

Provides

Gives 

support to Projects implementing 

digital public services
 Selecting the appropriate Technical 

Specifications is decisive for the delivery 

of Interoperable European Solutions 

which implement Digital Public Services

Specific Interoperability 

needs/support
Covering different phases of the 

analysis and design process for 

Digital Public Services or Solutions

Solutions supporting Interoperability (ELIS, ELAP, CAMSSaaS)

To help and guide public administrations in their work to provide interoperable European public services to businesses and 

citizens. 9



The EIF promotes electronic communication 

among European public administrations by 

providing a set of common models, principles 

and recommendations.

+
4 layers fundamental for interoperability of public 

services.

CAMSS assesses ICT standards and 

specifications against the EIF interoperability 

principles, and EIF interoperability layers.

The European Interoperability Framework (EIF)
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CAMSS Solutions



CAMSS Assessments

The evidence supporting the compliance of a technical specification with a reference 

framework

CAMSSaaS

A service through which users can request assessments free of charge

CAMSS ELIS

A collection of specifications to define the interoperability requirements of a Solution 

categorised using the EIRA's Architecture Building Blocks

CAMSS CSSV

The core vocabulary used to describe standards and specifications

CAMSS CAV

The core vocabulary used to describe assessments

CAMSS ELAP

The EIRA library of architecture principles (ELAP) is intended to direct government 

organizations in initiating changes and implementing IT projects.

CAMSS Assessment Scenarios

A self-assessment tool to perform CAMSS Assessments

CAMSS Solutions - Overview
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https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/common-assessment-method-standards-and-specifications-camss/camss-assessments-library
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/common-assessment-method-standards-and-specifications-camss/solution/camss-service-camssaas
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/common-assessment-method-standards-and-specifications-camss/solution/elis/elis-dashboard
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/common-assessment-method-standards-and-specifications-camss/solution/core-standards-and-specifications-vocabulary-cssv
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/common-assessment-method-standards-and-specifications-camss/solution/core-assessment-vocabulary-cav
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/common-assessment-method-standards-and-specifications-camss/solution/elap
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/common-assessment-method-standards-and-specifications-camss/solution/camss-tools


CAMSS Assessment EIF Scenario:

Builds upon the 12 main EIF principles

Consists of a total of 45 criteria 

A solution in Joinup is created for each assessment, whose 

results and complimentary documentation are published for 

anyone to access it. 

The CAMSS methodology proposes a standardised way for the 

performance of the different criteria answers.

The CAMSS Assessment EIF Scenario allows to assess the compliance of interoperability specifications with the EIF, hence determining 

which specifications suit better to a specific purpose when designing public services.

CAMSS Assessment EIF Scenario
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CAMSS Assessment is a solution which corresponds to the output of an assessment of a standard or technical specification using the 

CAMSS Assessment EIF Scenario

Any approved assessment is 

published by the CAMSS 

Team and publicly available 

within the CAMSS 

Assessment Library asset.

Outcome of the assessment 

results in a score based on 

the alignment of the 

specification with the EIF Core 

principles. 

Produces

CAMSS Assessments
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https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/common-assessment-method-standards-and-specifications-camss/camss-assessments-library
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/common-assessment-method-standards-and-specifications-camss/camss-assessments-library


CAMSS as a Service

CAMSS-as-a-Service (CAMSSaaS) is the service provided by CAMSS for the execution and review of assessments on demand.

1

2

3

CAMSSaaS assessment: the user requests the CAMSS Team to perform the 

assessment of an ICT specification.

CAMSSaaS content review: the user requests the CAMSS Team to review an 

already performed assessment. 

CAMSSaaS compliance review: In this modality, the user requests the CAMSS 

Team to review an already performed assessment and its compliance with the 

methodology.

3 different modalities:
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The EIRA Library of Interoperability Specifications (ELIS) is the solution developed by CAMSS to support the development of 

interoperable solutions by the Member States. It includes the association of standards and specifications to Architectural Building Blocks 

defined within the European Interoperability Reference Architecture (EIRA).

Includes specifications that have been evaluated using the CAMSS 

Assessment EIF Scenario.

The main criterion to include a specification and consequently its 

assessment in ELIS is that the score range of the assessment 

results (%) has to be higher than 75%.

ELIS aims to support architects for the modelling of solutions 

based on EIRA©.

Contains and extensively documents the specifications describing the 

interoperability requirements of the different EIRA architecture 

building blocks. 

ELIS (EIRA Library of Interoperability Specifications)

based on

Defines the required 

capabilities for 

promoting 

interoperability as a 

set of architecture 

building blocks 

(ABBs)
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https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/common-assessment-method-standards-and-specifications-camss/solution/elis


CAMSS vocabularies 

CAV 

(Common Assessment Vocabulary)

Represents and defines what an 

“Assessment” of “assets” is and how to 

perform the assessment based on “Criteria”.

CAV is a domain-agnostic vocabulary, 

meaning it can be used to assess any type 

of vocabulary.

CSSV 

(Core Standards and Specification 

Vocabulary)

Vocabulary used for the information 

exchange related to standards and 

specifications amongst software solutions, 

and for the description of themselves 

like EIRA, CPSV, and IMAPS, amongst 

other specifications.

Key element for the development of the 

ELIS.
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https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/common-assessment-method-standards-and-specifications-camss/glossary/term/eira


The European Library of Architecture Principles (ELAP) guides government organizations in making changes and executing IT projects. 

It's especially important when creating or updating services to show how principles are put into practice and the reasoning behind them. 
The comply-or-explain rule is used, allowing deviations if they're well-justified and documented, therefore, the approach can be reviewed.

Architecture principles 

provide a highly 

abstracted view on the 

interoperability 

requirements, which are 

implemented by its 

interoperability 

specifications.

ELAP (European Library of Architecture Principles)

ELAP Validator

Key purposes:

- Quality control

- Guidance and decision 

support

- Policy compliance and 

endorsement

- Automation and efficiency

- Support for interoperability

- Implementation through 

ITestBed
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Strategic positioning



Support for the Interoperable Europe Act (1/2) – CAMSS

CAMSS contributes to the effective implementation of the Interoperable Europe Act as follows:

20

CAMSS Assessment EIF 

Scenario can contribute to 

assess interoperability 

specifications.

Article 3: 

Interoperability 

assessment

Article 6: EIF and 

specialised 

Interoperability 

Framework

Article 8: 

Interoperable Europe 

Portal

Article 9: Policy 

implementation 

support projects

CAMSS Assessment 

EIF Scenario, ELIS CAMSS as a whole
CAMSS as a whole, 

ELIS
CAMSS as a whole

CAMSS serves as a 

methodology that 

underpins both the EIF 

and Specialized IF. Its 

adaptability and 

collaborative nature make 

it a valuable tool for 

ensuring interoperability 

across diverse sectors 

and domains.

CAMSS is a valuable 

resource for the 

Interoperable Europe 

Portal, offering guidance 

on selecting standards 

and specifications that 

contribute to 

interoperability solutions

CAMSS is a project that 

supports the 

implementation of the EIF. 

CAMSS has always been 

conceived as an initiative 

whose main purpose is to 

guide the development of 

interoperable digital public 

sector services.



CAMSS is a useful 

reference tool to monitor 

and propose 

recommended 

interoperability solutions. 

Through the ELIS, 

standards and 

specifications can be 

accessed for its sharing 

and reuse. 

Article 15: 

Interoperable Europe 

Board

Article 16: 

Interoperable Europe 

Community

Article 19: 

Interoperable Europe 

Agenda

CAMSS as a whole CAMSS as a whole
CAMSS as a whole 

/ELIS

CAMSS contributes to the effective implementation of the Interoperable Europe Act as follows:

CAMSS aligns with Article 

16 by providing a 

structured approach to 

standards assessment 

and selection, making its 

users valuable 

contributors to the 

Interoperable Europe 

Community

CAMSS can contribute to 

the strategic agenda 

(Interoperable Europe 

Agenda) by providing 

insights into the 

assessment and selection 

of standards and 

specifications necessary 

for cross-border 

interoperability.

Support for the Interoperable Europe Act (2/2) – CAMSS
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Q & A



Which solution would you like to be the next?



Thank you



Stay in touch https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/interoperable-
europe/interoperable-europe

(@InteroperableEU) / Twitter

DIGIT-INTEROPERABILITY@ec.europa.eu

Interoperable Europe | LinkedIn

Interoperable Europe - YouTube

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/interoperable-europe/interoperable-europe
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/interoperable-europe/interoperable-europe
https://twitter.com/InteroperableEU
mailto:DIGIT-INTEROPERABILITY@ec.europa.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/interoperableeurope/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ISAprogramme
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