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The Communication on the Digital Single Market identified the need to integrate 
national catalogues to support the single market. The Communication from April 2016 
on the EU eGovernment Action Plan 2016-2020 announced the will of the European 
Commission to coordinate with Member States the development of the European 
Catalogue of ICT standards for public procurement by end 2017. The European 
Catalogue will act as a key enabler of the Digital Single Market, allowing greater 
benefit from the digital economy. It will not be limited to eGovernment services. 
 

What is the current situation? Why must it change? 

Smart procurement decisions reduce costs for public services and improve the interoperability of 

digital services, enabling an easier flow of data. The fast-evolving pace of ICT makes these choices 

more pressing and complex than ever, and requires skilled resources from procurers.  

There is a need for a greater reuse across Member States and a better understanding of the benefits 

of standards. All too often Member States are locked in to specific vendors and the digital solutions 

acquired by public administrations are not interoperable due to the lack of consideration for standards 

during the procurement process, leading to expensive data exchange solutions. 

The European Catalogue will be composed of use cases or scenarios, standards, profiles and 
guidelines on procurement in digital areas, including benefits and risks to acquire digital solutions, 
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existing costs assessment guidelines or reference projects, to refer to in the call of tenders in a way 
that fosters interoperability and prevents vendor lock-in. Additionally it might refer to existing European 
projects or studies. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What evidence is there? 

42% of procurers feel that they are locked in to a specific service provider mainly because of mediocre 

interoperability and an insufficient use of standards, resulting in higher costs. 

26% of tender notices in the digital area receive only one offer, indicating a pressing need to open the 

market, especially to SMEs. 

Competition law is not fully applied as shown by the 12.5% of public ICT tenders which contain 

references to specific trademarks. 

What are the benefits for smaller companies (SMEs)? 

When it comes to the acquisition of digital solutions, Member States often have specific and different 

rules for the procurement process and the use of standards. These are not always easily accessible, 

creating a barrier to SMEs willing to enter new markets.  

The European Catalogue will foster more coherence among the digital solutions procured across 

Member States, alleviating market entry barriers and enabling easier expansion of businesses across 

Europe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


